
Consequences of Ending Affordable Care Act  
Enhanced Premium Tax Credits in South Carolina

M AY 2025

571,000 South Carolinians  
currently receive their health care via a Marketplace plan.1 

Over 95% of those 571,000 South Carolinians  
rely on federal subsidies to afford their coverage.2 

South Carolinians who receive the subsidies save an average of  
$500-$700 a month on their premiums.3 

Without Congressional action, these federal subsidies will expire  
at the end of 2025.4 

To increase the number of individuals and families with health insurance during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Congress authorized substantial increases to existing Affordable 
Care Act Marketplace subsidies in the form of Premium Tax Credits (PTCs). These 
subsidies made health care coverage more 
affordable for thousands of people in South 
Carolina and they are set to expire at the end  
of 2025.
After PTCs were rolled out, enrollment in ACA 
plans skyrocketed. In South Carolina, the PTCs 
helped over half a million people afford their 
coverage, helped bring up insurance rates in 
critically underinsured rural areas, and helped 
rural hospitals stay afloat.5, 6, 7   
If the subsidies expire, there will be numerous 
consequences faced by individuals, families, 
and the state. South Carolina will lose $2.2 
billion a year in federal subsidies and will 
incur over $900 million in health care costs 
for uninsured patients. There will also be 
significant financial losses to the state in the 
form of productivity loss, lost jobs, and costs 
of uninsured workers to employers. Because 
people without insurance tend to delay care, 
many in South Carolina will experience more 
negative health outcomes. The state can expect 
381 excess deaths per year if subsidies expire.8 
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Marketplace Enrollment in South Carolina by County, 2023
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Total in South Carolina: 

365,927

CMS projects that the total  
number of Marketplace enrollees  

in South Carolina will be 

616,718
by the end of 2025.18

Source: Economic Implications 
of Ending ACA Tax Credits in 
South Carolina, 2025.
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